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MOBILE ELEVATING WORK PLATFORMS
(MEWP’S)

MEWPS with platforms that move vertically,
But stay within the tipping lines.

MEWPS, typically boom-type where the platform 
extends beyond the machine’s chassis.

Type 1 - can only travel
In a stowed position

Type 2 - can travel elevated, 
controlled from the chassis

Type 3 - Can travel elevated, 
controlled from the platform
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ANSI A92.22-24 DOES NOT APPLY TO:



Scissor Lifts
OSHA considers a scissor lift as a mobile scaffold, 
addressed in 1926.452(w)

Boom Lifts
OSHA considers a boom lift as an aerial lift, addressed 
in 1926.453 & 1910.67.

• Extensible boom platforms

• Aerial Ladders

• Articulating boom platforms
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OSHA



Section 1926.21(b)(2) requires employers to instruct each employee in the recognition and avoidance of unsafe 
conditions.

In the situation where operator capabilities are the issue, OSHA would first determine if the operator was trained 
and if no training was provided, issue a citation for violating 1926.21(b)(2). (Safety Training & Education)

Instruct in Hazard Recognition and Avoidance

If training was provided, OSHA would need to use the general duty requirements of paragraph 5(a)(1) of the OSH 
Act to address any related violations. In so doing, OSHA would use the ANSI requirements to help establish 
what the industry practice is in regard to operator qualifications.
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OSHA
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The selection, positioning, operation, maintenance, inspections 
and risk assessments, will be done by a qualified person.

Person who by possession of a recognized degree, certificate 
or professional standing, or by extensive knowledge, training 
and experience, has successfully demonstrated his/her ability 
to solve or resolve problems related to the subject matter, the 

work or the project.



Will require lifts to be equipped with two types of sensors:
• Audible alarm and prevents machine lift when safe load limits are 

exceeded.
• Audible alarm and prevents lift movement if a certain level slope is 

exceeded.
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DESIGN CHANGES



• Chains no longer acceptable on the gate.

• Guard railings must be at least 43.5 inches in height (old was 39”).

• Rough terrain MEWP must have solid or foam-filled tires.
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DESIGN CHANGESCONT.



Written Safe Use Plan, MEWP Specific:
• Site risk assessment to identify hazards, identify risks, develop control 

measures, and communicate with affected personnel;
• Selection and use of the MEWP’s;
• Worksite inspections and preparation;
• Written rescue plan
• Documentation retention
• MEWP inspections

11

NEW STANDARDS – SAFE USE – 92.22



SAFE USE PROGRAM

Goal: To guide safe MEWP use on the job site.

1. This starts with a Site Risk Assessment ( Task, Location, Personnel, Tools/Equipment)

2. Identify associated hazards with the job,(surface, overhead power or encumbrances, height needed, confining 
areas, fall controls, etc.) Identify hazard controls.

3. Based on the Risk Assessment, choose the appropriate MEWP for the job.

4. Ensure proper inspection

5. Ensure operator and occupants have been trained and Risk Assessment reviewed.
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NEW STANDARDS - TRAINING – ANSI A92.24

Operators: (any person qualified to control the movement of a MEWP)
Ø Hazards (operation, weather, stability factors)
Ø Controls and options
Ø Safety rules
Ø Traveling/transport
Ø Malfunctions & Emergency Situations, inc. Rescue.

Occupants: (any person on the work platform who is not an operator)
Ø Knowledge of the Safe Work Plan
Ø At least one occupant familiarized with controls in case of an emergency

Supervisors: (any person assigned to monitor the operator’s performance)
Ø Proper MEWP Selection
Ø Rules, regulations and standards that apply to MEWPS
Ø Proper & Safe Operation





Center for Construction Research & Training

18

FATALITIES INVOLVING MEWPS

33% Electrocutions

31% Falls

22% Tip-Overs

7% Caught in-between

5% Struck by

2% Misc.



PREVENTING ELECTROCUTIONS



FALL PROTECTION 

Always face the lift when mounting and dismounting

Always close entrance chains or doors 

Stand on floor of platform

Do not climb on or lean over guardrails





PREVENTING TIP-OVERS
Do not exceed manufacturer rated load capacity

Minimize travel with lift in elevated position

Set up proper work zone protection 

Positioning of lifts
- Do not drive near drop-offs or holes
- Do not raise platform on uneven or soft surfaces
- Do not drive onto uneven or soft surfaces when elevated
- Do not raise platform on slope or drive onto slope when elevated
- Do not raise platform in windy or gusty conditions (25 mph)

Avoid excessive horizontal forces when working on elevated scissor lifts (100 to 500 pounds – See 
capacity plate)
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INSPECTIONS

Pre-start – Prior 
to use

Frequent –
Every 3 months 

or 150 hours

Annual – Within 
13 months of 

the prior annual



32









Insurance coverage in all states other than Utah is provided by WCF National Insurance Company, formerly known as Advantage Workers Compensation Insurance Company, a wholly-owned subsidiary of WCF Mutual Insurance Company. 
WCF National Insurance Company is domiciled in Utah; NAIC No. 40517. Administrative office: P.O. Box 571918, Salt Lake City, UT 84157-1918.
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